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Copies of two Search Reports are submitted herewith, namely a 
German Patent Office Search Report (2 pages) from the parallel 
German application 103 36 297.7, of which priority is claimed, 
listing 5 references and relevant portions, and an International 
Search Report (2 pages in English PCT/ISA/210) by the EPO 
(European Patent Office) as the international searching authority 
from the present international application listing 3 references 
and their relevant portions. Copies of the 3 references cited in 
the International Search Report are being submitted herewith. 

In the International Search Reports the references listed in 
category A mean that these references define the general state of 
the art which is not considered to be of particular relevance 
with respect to the listed claims. The references listed in 
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category X means each document is of particular relevance; the 
claimed invention cannot be considered novel or can not be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
taken alone with respect to the listed claim. The International 
Search Report is also in English and points out relevance of the 
references so no further relevance is necessary to be pointed 
out . 

In the German Patent Office Search Report the reference listed in 
category Y means that this document considered together with 
other document (s) place in question the presence of an inventive 
act and/or inventive step with respect to the listed claims. The 
references listed in category A mean these documents define the 
general background state of the art with respect to the listed 
claims. The reference listed in category D means this reference 
is already mentioned and discussed in the specification 
(discussed on pages 3+) . 

The relevance of the references is pointed out in the German 
Search Report in translation, namely in the German Patent Office 
Search Report the words "Kat." mean category, "Ermittelte 
Druckschrif ten/Erlauterungen" means transmitted publications/ 
explanations, "Betr. Anspriiche" means concerning claims. Two 
PTO-1449 forms are presented to list all 8 different references. 
5 references from the German Patent Office Search Report and 3 
references from the international search report are being 
submitted in copy herewith. 



-2- 



Translations of the foreign language references are not available 
to the undersigned. 



This submission meets the requirements of 37 CFR §1.56, 1.97 and 
1,98 (a) and MPEP 609. 



Respectfully submitted 
Stefan Arns, et al 
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Attorney for Applicants 

Registered Representative 
Registration No:. 22,345 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 CFR SECTION 1.8(a) 

I hereby certify that the accompanying IDS, 2 PTO-144 9 form, 2 
search reports, and 8 references are being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, PO Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450, on May 2, 2006. . t 

Dated: May 2, 2006 vM 
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New York, NY 10017 
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considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. ^Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.QOv or MPEP 901.04. ^ Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). * For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. ^Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ^Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This oollection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application fomri to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademaric Office. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1 '800-786-91 99) and select option 2. 
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'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confonnance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1,98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO 
to process) an application. Confidentiality is govemed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the fonv, call 1'B00-PTO-9199 (l-SOO'Jee-QIQQ) and select option 2. 



